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Fabl e of the Mermaid and the Drunks

Al'l those nmen were there inside,

when she cane in totally naked.

They had been drinking: they began to spit.
New y conme fromthe river, she knew not hi ng.
She was a nermaid who had | ost her way.

The insults fl owed down her gleam ng flesh.
bscenities drowned her gol den breasts.

Not know ng tears, she did not weep tears.

Not know ng cl ot hes, she did not have cl ot hes.
They bl ackened her with burnt corks and cigarette stubs,
and rolled around | aughing on the tavern fl oor.
She did not speak because she had no speech.
Her eyes were the col our of distant |ove,

her twin arns were nade of white topaz.

Her |ips noved, silent, in a coral I|ight,

and suddenly she went out by that door.
Entering the river she was cl eaned,

shining like a white stone in the rain,

and wi thout | ooking back she swam again

swam t owar ds enpti ness, swam t owar ds deat h.

Pabl o Neruda



FADE | N:

I NT. DOCTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

A doctor holds a newborn baby girl. She is small enough to
fit in his hands (this can be stock footage). She is stil
covered in amiotic fluid. A NARRATOR speaks.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
Al'l those nmen were inside, when she
cane in totally naked.
They had been drinking, they began
to spit.

The doctor cuts the unbilical cord as they child screans.

EXT. RIVER - DAY

Atw girls play in a field of flowers near a river, chasing
one another. One is 7, the other 5.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
Newly cone fromthe river, she knew
not hi ng.

Pul ling back fromthe scene of the girls, we see their nother
is watching them play. She has bright enerald eyes, which we
focus on.

EXT. MARKETPLACE, EGYPT ( MODERN DAY) - DAY

We pull back, revealing we are in the marketplace. The wonan
is now dressed in a burka, covering her fromhead to toe. The
children are at her side, the 7 year old dressed |ike the

not her, the other child dressed in a sundress as in the
field.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
She was a nermai d who had | ost her
way.

They stand perfectly still in the mddle of this place, as
peopl e rush about them alnost blurred. As people pass, they
stare at the girl in the dress.



NARRATOR (V. Q) (CONT' D)
The insults fl owed down her
gl eaming flesh. Obscenities drowned
her gol den breasts.

The little girl | ooks up at her nother, and the nother | ooks
down at her. The girl | ooks confused.

NARRATOR (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Not know ng tears, she did not weep
tears.

The little girl | ooks at her sister, who extends to her a
burka of her own.

NARRATOR (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Not know ng cl othes, she did not
have cl ot hes.

The girl runs. The nother shouts after her but the sister
stands still, still holding the outfit.

EXT. ALLEY - DAY

W see her shadow cast down a |ong all eyway, as she runs.
After she passes, we see two |arger shadows foll ow ng.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
They bl ackened her with burnt corks
and cigarette stubs, and rolled
around | aughing on the tavern
floor.

EXT. MARKETPLACE - DAY

The nother is being interrogated by a policeman. She shiel ds
her ol der daughter as the policeman shouts.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
She did not speak because she had
no speech. Her eyes were the col our
of distant |ove, her twin arns were
made of white topaz.

EXT. MARKETPLACE, NEAR FRU T STAND - DAY

Two policenmen are tal king to a shopkeeper, who describes the
little girl with his hands, and points toward us. The
pol i cenen dash of f.



NARRATOR (V. Q)
Her |ips noved, silent in a cora
light, and suddenly she went out
t he door.

EXT. RIVER - N GHAT

The girl runs toward the river, through the field she was
playing in before. As she runs, two flashlight beans bob in
t he di stance, grow ng | arger.

NARRATOR (V. Q)
Entering the river, she was
cl eaned, shining like a stone in
t he rain.

The girl reaches the river, but just as she does, the
pol i cemen catch up with her, grabbing her

EXT. MARKETPLACE - DAY

Back in the marketplace, and to the nother’s eyes. They | ook
resigned instead of determ ned. We pull out again. This tine
the little girl is dressed as her nother and sister, standing
idle as the world rushes around them

NARRATOR (V. Q)
And wi t hout | ooki ng back she swam
agai n, swamtowards enptiness, swam
t owar ds deat h.



