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RENO 911 - Spec Scri pt

FADE | N:

TEASER

EXT. POLI CE PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Dangle is talking to the canera man. |In the background, Jones
is wearing a bull etpoof vest and is standi ng approxi mately 15
feet from Grcia, who is holding a black, standard issue gun.

The other officers are standing around cheering the scene on.

DANGLE
We are here testing out the new
Kevl ar - 3000 bul | et proof vests.

He points to the scene behind him

DANGLE ( CONT' D)
Jones has a bet going with Garcia
that he can take 6 shots to the
chest, point blank, wi thout falling
down.

Garci a | ooks reluctant.
DANGLE ( CONT' D)
(quietly)
VWhat he doesn’t knowis that we' ve
replaced his bullets w th bl anks.

Dangl e grins slyly.

GARCI A
(to Jones)
Are you sure about this?
JONES
Absol utely. Bring it on, little
man.
GARCI A

Alright, you re askin’ for it..

Garcia puts on his earmuffs, then quickly puts away his small
handgun and pulls out a large silver Colt .45.

GARCI A ( CONT' D)
Let’s see how you handl e this!



The officers gasp, but then start running, as Garcia fires
shot after shot at Jones, who ducks behind a cop car.

Garci a shoots through a couple of car wi ndows; everyone has
ducked for cover.

Jones | ooks out fromthe car in horror.
MOMVENTS LATER

We quickly cut to Dangle counting out 20 dollars in cash to
give to Garcia.

GARCI A ( CONT' D)
Told you he’d flinch.

END TEASER
TI TLE SEQUENCE ROLLS
ACT ONE

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON - BRI EFI NG ROOM - DAY

The deputies are assenbled to receive their assignnments for
t he norni ng. Dangle has not arrived and the deputies | ook
bored. In particular, Wlians taps her fingers on the desk.
Her nails are freshly mani cured and she is show ng off.

It particularly annoys JUNIOR, who finally speaks up.

JUNI OR
Do you m nd not scratching your
cl aws on the desk pl ease?

W LLI AMS
These are not claws. These are
finely manicured nails, okay?

JUNI OR
VWere | conme from anything that’s
got nails that long s got claws.

JOHNSON
Well, to be fair where you cone
fromanything that's got claws is
al so food.

JUNI OR
Yeah that’ s a good point.



V\EI GEL
My grandfather used to grow his
nails out like that. But he never
pai nted them He just rolled them
up into spools so they woul dn’'t
drag on the ground.

The deputies are stunned into silence.
Dangl e conmes in, talking as he noves to the podium

DANGLE
Sorry I'mlate, sorry I'’mlate.

Dangl e | ooks up at Jones and Garci a.
DANGLE ( CONT' D)
Jones, Garcia, why are you two
here?

GARCI A
What ?

DANGLE
You two have the day off. Go on,
off with you.

Garcia | ooks at Jones confusedly. They | ook at Dangl e.

JONES
Look, whatever they said we did, we
didn't do it.

DANGLE

What? No, it’s a good day off. You
two are going to be Sheriff Liasons
to the Professor Power TV show.

GARCI A
W get to be on TV?

DANGLE
Wel |, regional public access
children’s TV, but yes. Of wth

you.
Jones and Garcia stand up and | eave.
JONES
(to the room
So |l ong, suckas!

The door closes. Junior raises his hand.



JUNI OR

Ain’t that show run by the Kl an?
DANGLE

If 1’ve told themonce, |I’ve told

them a thousand fucking tinmes, stop
peei ng in the goddamed shower.

The nmen nod in agreenent.

EXT. RENO STREETS - DAY

Johnson and Wllians are pulling up on SUSPECT 1. He is
wearing 10-12 layers of clothing and is running | aboriously
al ong the sidewal k. The officers turn off the SIREN and get
out of the car.

J OHNSON
Excuse ne, sir? Excuse ne?

He sl ows down and eventual |y stops, out of breath.

SUSPECT 1
(breat hi ng heavily)
How How can | help you, officers?

JOHNSON
W' re actually | ooking for sone
assi st ance.

SUSPECT 1
Oh really?

JOHNSON
Yeah, seens sonebody robbed the
| ocal Wal -Mart, ran out wth about
300 dollars worth of clothing. Have
you seen anyone around that m ght
fit that description, sir?

SUSPECT 1
No, officer- but if I do, I'lIl make
sure to give you guys a call. Now
if you Il excuse ne...

He starts to run again, but WIllians stands in his way to
stop him

JOHNSON
It’s about 90 degrees out here
today, sir. May | ask why you're
wearing so many cl ot hes?



SUSPECT 1
| have a, um nedical condition. If
| don’t wear all this | get too
cold and die.

MOVENTS LATER

JOHNSON
(leaning in)
You know we’re going to have to
take you in, right?

SUSPECT 1
What are you tal ki ng about?
W LLI AMS
You still got all the tags on these

cl ot hes, fool.

SUSPECT 1
That's a--

He breaks out running again. Wllians trips him and he falls
flat on his face, unable to get up.

MOVENTS LATER

The deputies are trying to stuff himhead-first into the back
seat, but he can’t get into the door.

SUSPECT 1 (CONT' D)
This is a violation of ny rights!
This is a violation of ny rights!

INT. TV STUDI O - BACKSTAGE - DAY

Jones and Garcia arrive backstage. They are dressed in ful
cop gear still. The PRODUCER backstage is wearing a Kl an
uniform mnus his hood. He turns to | ook at the deputies
with surprise.

PRODUCER
VWhoa, what the hell? W ain't
violatin’ no |l aws herel!

JONES
VWhat ? No, no, we're here for the
show.

GARCI A

Dangl e sent us over here for the TV
t hi ng.



PRODUCER
Ch, oh. They sent you two over,
huh?

He | ooks t hem over.

PRODUCER ( CONT' D)
Well you can’t go out there wearin’
that stuff. It’'s a kid s show.
W'l find sonethin’ for you to
wear .

GARCI A
Well do we get to neet the
Pr of essor before the show or
anyt hi ng?

PRODUCER
Oh, nah he’s gonna want you two
fresh - | nmean to keep it fresh.
Prof essor Power’s all about rea
reactions.

A costune man conmes by with a rack of white robes. Jones
| eans in to speak with the Producer.

JONES
Look, | can’'t speak for ny short,
hairy Mexican friend, but | do have
some professional experience, so if
you want to feature nme in sone of
t he experinments or sonething, or
want to do sonet hi ng about
singing... |’myour man.

The producer w nks and nods at him

EXT. SUPERVARKET - DAY

Junior is being led by a drug-sniffing dog through the back
of a grocery store. As he speaks, two clerks |look directly
into the canera. They appear to be stoners.

JUNI OR
Chonmpers is one of our ol dest drug-
sniffing dogs. He's got a nose like
a radar. W got a tip that there
was a |l arge shipnment of bl ow com ng
into Reno by way of the
supermarkets. Looks like we're
about to crack that case.



I NT. SUPERVARKET - DAY - MOMENTS LATER
Juni or is announcing on the PA system of the supernarket.

JUNI OR
(courteously)
G eetings shoppers. Do not be
al armed. O ficer Chonpers here has
led me to this |ocation, where we
suspect there is a |arge anount of
cocai ne. Just give ne about 5
m nutes of your tinme and we’'ll be
out of your hair.

The two clerks | ook at one another with interest.
MOVENTS LATER

The dog has led Junior to a large display of baby powder. He
i s holding one of the bottles toward the canera. The two
cl erks can be seen in the background |istening.

JUNI OR ( CONT' D)
See these Col unbi an bastards’ ve
started bringing in blow in baby
powder cont ai ners.

He tastes a little of the powder.

JUNI OR ( CONT' D)
Yep, that’s the stuff. The thing
that’s really tragic about this is
not hers end up using this on their
babi es and then they grow up all
retarded and then we end up having
to arrest ‘em

The dog whi nes.

JUNI OR ( CONT' D)
What’ s that, boy? You need to go
tinkle? Alright. Hey Joe, m nd
wat chin’ this stuff for me, I’'ll be
ri ght back?

Junior |eaves the frame. The two clerks quickly come in with
a handtruck and take the entire display.

MOVENTS LATER

Juni or returns. He | ooks at the area where the display was.
Then returns to speak to the canmera man cl ose in.



JUNI OR ( CONT' D)
Chonpers is |ike the worst drug
sniffing dog |I’'ve ever seen. But
still any dog that can get a couple
of stoners to sniff 80 pounds of
baby powder ain’t entirely useless.

I NT. CHI LDREN S HOSPI TAL - DAY

Weigel is dressed up in a clown outfit, and is holding a

gi ganti c book. Sonme kids are on the floor sitting and
listening to her. A seedy-|ooking sign-Ilanguage interpreter
stands slightly behind her.

V\EI GEL
Ckay kids, now |l want to read you
the story of Ricardo, the sign-
| anguage nonkey.

The interpreter signs for the Kkids.
MOVENTS LATER

VEI GEL ( CONT' D)
(in a gruff voice)
“Get back here, you stupid nonkey!”
But Ri cardo was deaf, so he
couldn’t hear the cops!

The interpreter nmakes an exaggerated yawni ng noti on and
poi nts at Trudy. The kids giggle.

VEI GEL ( CONT' D)
And so Ricardo started to run and
run and run!

The interpreter makes a notion |like he is hanging hinself.
MOVENTS LATER

VEI GEL ( CONT' D)
Finally, Ricardo was able to find
an interpreter. An interpreter is
someone who hel ps deaf people |ike
himto be able to speak to peopl e!

The interpreter is pretending to hunp Weigel from behind. The
ki ds are | aughi ng. Wi gel |ooks annoyed.



VEI GEL ( CONT' D)
(to the interpreter)
Look, if you want to fuck me, just
ask ok?

The kids | ook horrified.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

EXT. POLI CE STATION - NI GHT

PSA - Weigel and Dangle are standing in front of a police car
with its lights flashing.

DANGLE
Hey little girl, want to get into
my car and go for a ride?

WEI GEL
What ? No, of course not.
DANGLE
I have candy.
WEI GEL
Let’ s go.
DANGLE

Ki ds, what you have just seen here
is an exanpl e of a sexual predator

VEI GEL
Mol estation is no |aughing matter.
Even if it tickles and feels good
in funny pl aces.

DANGLE
Sexual predators |urk everywhere:
in playgrounds, in schools and even
in your owmn hone. But there are
several things you can do to avoid
t hem

As he speaks, tips are overlaid on the screen.

DANGLE ( CONT' D)
First, never go outside unless
acconpani ed by a parent or
guardi an, preferably a man.

VEI GEL
Second, don't dress slutty.

DANGLE
Third, use conmbn sense.

The screen cl ears.
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DANGLE ( CONT' D)
Usi ng these common, every day
t echni ques, you can avoid the 304
regi stered sex offenders in Reno,
not to mention the hundreds upon
hundreds of those who haven’'t been
caught vyet.

INT. TV STUDI O - AUDI ENCE - DAY

The crowd is full of white children. They are all scream ng
in unison and throwing their right fists up in the air as
t hey yell.

Kl DS
DW GHT POVNER

As they yell, the name “DWGHT” and then “POAER!” pops up on
the screen (the cheer is in the sane rhythm as the KKK sl ogan
“White power”, of course).

The kids continue to cheer for Professor Power until he
finally comes out.

KI DS ( CONT' D)
(repeatedly)
DW GHT POVER

DW GHT
Ckay, okay kids. Have we got an
exciting show for you today!

MOVENTS LATER

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
Qur first guest is fromthe wild
jungles of Africa, where it’s hard
to separate man from beast.

Jones is pushed onto the set. He staggers out, disoriented by
the lights. He is dressed in a white robe. The kids boo at
hi m

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
Now now, kids. He's our invited
guest, and we intend to have fun
with him Are you ready for sone
fun, O ficer Jones?

He nods confusedly.

MOVENTS LATER
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Jones is perched over a | arge dunk tank, but he is
bl i ndf ol ded.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
Now according to the scientific
t heory of evolution, sonme people -
not God’s glorious children |ike
you and ne - but some people
evol ved from nonkeys.
Now have you ever seen a nonkey

Ssw n?
Kl DS
No!
DW GHT
Vell, let’s see what happens when

we put officer Jones in the water.

They rel ease the trap door. Jones thrashes around as though
he were drowni ng.

The curtain closes. The kids appl aud.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
For ny next experinent--

He is cut off as Jones cones into the frane fromthe side of
t he stage. He whispers to Dw ght.

JONES
Um | was wondering, can we do
that again? | didn't really have ny
good side toward the canmera. Pl us,
like, I don’t know, even | wasn’t
buyi ng that | was drowni ng.

Dw ght | ooks annoyed.

EXT. BAR - N GHT

A priest, a rabbi and a mnister are shouting at a bartender
out si de of a rough-1ooking biker bar as Kinball arrives.

KI MBALL
Al right, everyone cal m down!

They continue to shout at one another. The bar owner throws a
shoe at the nen.

MOVENTS LATER
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Kinball is yelling at themall. The bartender is sitting on
the floor wwth his hands cuffed behind his back.

KI MBALL ( CONT' D)
Okay let nme get this straight! You
three wal ked into the bar, right?

The cl ergynmen nod.

KI MBALL ( CONT' D)
(to the bartender)
And then you refused to serve them
right?

M NI STER
Oficer, his exact words were “Wat
is this, some kind of a joke?”

MOMVENTS LATER
Kinball is |oading the bartender into her squad car.

Kl MBALL
You ought to know that refusing to
serve someone on religious grounds
is a hate crime in the state of
Nevada.

The Rabbi pi pes up.

RABBI
(wth a terrible Jew sh
accent)
Oy! Three thousand years ny people
have suffered and this now

As he speaks, one of the curly locks on his face falls off.

M NI STER (O. S.)
Dammit, Carl.

After a beat, the clergynmen scranble. Kinball chases after
t hem

EXT. SI DEWALK - DAY

Dangl e rides up to a man, SUSPECT 2, on his bike. Suspect 2
is dressed in a trenchcoat, standing at a street corner. He

| ooks around suspi ciously.

DANGLE
Good norning, sir.
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SUSPECT 2
Hell o of ficer.
DANGLE
Got anything for sale? Any wat ches
maybe?
SUSPECT 2
Hey hey, man, | have a permt!

He produces a permt fromhis coat pocket. Dangle reads it
over.

DANGLE
(to hinself)
Son of a bitch, this is a permt...
(to the suspect)
Do you have a business |icense??

The suspect reaches into a second pocket, then produces a
license.

Dangle reads it as well. He is silent for a few beats.

DANGLE ( CONT' D)
Do you have like, a little gold
nunber, |I’m |l ooking for a link
chain, sonmething like that.

The suspect pulls back his sleeve, and is wearing several
wat ches.

DANGLE ( CONT' D)
(pointing at one of them
Ch, that's nice. How nmuch does that

run?

SUSPECT 2
Mm | could let it go for about
$20.

MOMVENTS LATER
Dangl e is holding 6 or 7 watches.
DANGLE
You’ ve got to have sonething el se,
right? Let me see!

The suspect seens apprehensive, but Dangle pats hi m down
pl ayfully, and we can hear the watches jingle.



15.

The suspect opens his trenchcoat. He carries a nunber of
wat ches sewn into the trenchcoat. He is also conpletely nude.
Dangl e | ooks down at his penis.

DANGLE ( CONT' D)
I know you don’t have a permt for
THAT.

EXT. DUNGEON MASTER S GARAGE - NI GHT

The Dungeon Master is standing in between Johnson and
WIllianms. H s garage door is open and there are two people
sitting around a table, |ooking confused. There is police
tape marking off the scene, and anmbul ance lights flashing in
t he background.

DUNGEON MASTER
So then Got hnog- -

JOHNSON
(reading froma statenent
sheet)
That’s Jerry, right?

DUNGEON MASTER
He is Gothnog the M ghty on Friday
ni ghts, okay!!

W LLI AMS
Get to the point.

DUNGEON MASTER
| am So anyway, Cothnopg was
| eadi ng his party through the
Pl ai ns of Power when they cane upon
a golden ring. | told Shirmar--

Wl lianms grabs his ear and wal ks himover to the anbul ance. A
young man’s body is covered by a sheet, with an axe enbedded
in his chest. WIlians renoves the sheet.

W LLI AMS
Tell nme why that axe ended up in
t hat boy!

MOVENTS LATER
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DUNGEON MASTER
(1 ncredul ously)
--And he said “Yeah, can you
i mgi ne how good it would be if
t hey nmade the Lord of the Rings
novi es into books?” He said that!

The officers are nonpl ussed.
MOVENTS LATER

The Dungeon Master is handcuffed and is being taken away. He
stops short and whi spers to Johnson.

DUNGEON MASTER ( CONT' D)
Is there any chance | can get that
axe back? It had a +1 enchant.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

I NT. TV STUDI O - DAY

The kids in the audience punp their fists. They’ ve all got
colorful nerf bats in their hands as we cone back fromthe
br eak.

Kl DS
DW GHT POVNER

DW GHT
kay, kids, settle down. 1'd |ike
to introduce our next guest - Janes
Garci a.

The kids boo. Garcia cones out with a broad smle on his
f ace.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
(loudly to Garci a)
Do you understand the words |’ m
sayi ng?

GARCI A
| speak English.

DW GHT
(1 oudly agai n)
|"mjust going to continue on with
the show, try and keep up

MOVENTS LATER

In the background, two production assistants are hel pi ng nove
Garcia into a large circular ring, rigged to a rope tied to
the rafters. Dmght is presenting to the kids.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
There are many inportant traditions
anongst the Mexican people. For
i nstance, each year, the children
will gather at the village and
participate in ritual border
crossi ng conpetitions. Wen the nen
are strong and heal t hy enough, they
come here and take our jobs and way
of life away from us.

The PA gives Garcia two ropes to hold. He makes sure that he
specifies Garcia should give the left rope to Dwi ght by
poi nti ng.



18.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
One tradition that we can carry
over is that of the pinata. Do you
ki ds know what a pinata is?

Kl DS
Yes!

DW GHT
The Pinata is used to deliver food
to Mexican children. In the USA, we
stuff it with candy!

Dw ght | ooks back, the PA nods and scranbl es of f-screen.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
When you see the pinata go up, beat
it wwth your sticks until the candy
falls out, ok?

Kl DS
DW GHT POVNER

Dwm ght goes to grab the rope from Garcia, but he takes the
one on the right. Suddenly the loop tightens but is too big
to grab Garcia. Dwight, holding onto the rope, gets lifted
into the air, and the kids stormthe stage, and beat himwth
their sticks.

| NT. MOTEL BEDROOM - NI GHT
POV: Bl ack and white hi dden canera

Junior is sitting on a notel bed when there is a knock at the
door. His dress suggests he is undercover. He opens the door.

GRL 1
(wth a heavy Asian
accent)
D al - A-Massage, you call?

JUNI OR
Yeah, yeah

MOVENTS LATER

Junior is laying on his stomach and the girl is massagi ng
hi m

JUNI OR ( CONT' D)
Ch by the way, how nuch for a,
y’ know, happy endi ng?
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The girl gasps.

GRL 1
| do not DO that!

She starts getting her things together. Junior turns around
and sits up.

JUNI OR
Wait, | didn't nean to--

She cuts himoff, putting her finger on his nouth.

GRL 1
But | work with a girl who will.
Want her number?

JUNI OR
Yeah, sure!

She takes noney from hi s hand.
MOMVENTS LATER

Anot her knock at the door. Junior goes to answer the door.
It’s a second Asian girl.

GRL 2
D al - A-Massage, you call for
anot her massage?

MOVENTS LATER

Junior is getting another massage. He turns to | ook at the
girl.

JUNI OR
So, uh, how nmuch to finish nme off?
Y’ know?
She gasps too.
GRL 2
I can’t believe you ask for that.

No way.
MOVENTS LATER

Junior is paying the girl for his nassage. She takes out a
pen and wites a nunber onto his hand.
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G RL 2 (CONT' D)
That’s the nunber of a girl who do
that for sure, though.

MOVENTS LATER
Juni or responds to the doorbell.

GRL 3
Hel | o!

JUNI OR
How much for a goddammed tug job??

She sl aps him
MOMVENTS LATER
Junior is counting out nore noney to pay Grl 3.

JUNI OR (CONT' D)
Sorry about the m sunderstandi ng.

GRL 3
| have a phone nunber. ..

JUNI OR
No, no, never m nd.

He opens the door to let the girl out. Grl 1 and Grl 2 are
st andi ng outside the door, eavesdropping.

They all stare at one another awkwardly.

I NT. SQUAD CAR - DAY

Dangle is driving and Weigel is sitting in the passenger’s
seat .

DANGLE
By the by, the departnent wanted ne
to talk to you about sone of the
j okes you’ ve been telling the
chil dren.

WEI GEL
Mrhmt?

DANGLE
Did you tell them a joke that
started with “Two Jews wal ked into
an oven”?



She nods.

V\EI GEL

Actually it was three Jews.
DANGLE

Yes, well, two jews, three jews,

it's pretty nuch just as offensive.

V\EI GEL
Well no, you see, the third Jew
says- -

DANGLE
It’s just the sort of joke we don't
tell to anyone except the people
i nsi de our head. Understand?

They ride in silence for a couple of

V\EI GEL
Vell, what if | cleaned it up?

DANGLE
Cl ean-Cl eaned it up? How could you
possi bly clean a joke like that up?
And before you do, let ne add, |
have zero confidence that you wl|
be capable of doing it.

VEI GEL
Ckay, like... knock knock?

DANGLE
Who' s t here?

V\El GEL
Three Jews!

DANGLE
See, I'"'mgoing to stop you right
there. See | can tell from “knock
knock”-"who' s there?”-"three Jews”
that the joke is going to be
out r ageousl y of f ensi ve.

VEI GEL
kay, can | tell you a conmpletely
di fferent joke?

DANGLE
That woul d probably be better.

V\El GEL
Knock knock?

beat s.

21.
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DANGLE
(reluctantly)
Wo' s there?

WEI GEL
Bananal!
DANGLE
(relieved)
Banana who?
WEI GEL
So these three Jews wal ked into an

oven. ..

I NT. TV STUDI O - DAY

There is a giant vol cano, about 10 feet high, erected on the
stage. DmMmght is standing at the top of it, with crutches, on
a scaffolding erected for it.

DW GHT
(wearily)
Before we go, kids, | wanted to
show you how to nmake a very sinple

vol cano.
He grabs a gi ant bucket of baking soda, and holds it up.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
Thi s baki ng soda conbines with the
vi negar inside the volcano to
create an eruption

As he speaks, Garcia and Jones cone onto the stage from each
side. They are dressed in uniform again.

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
The key here is to only add a very
smal | anount of the baking soda at
one tine, otherw se--

He is distracted by the officers. He | ooks down at them

DW GHT ( CONT' D)
Oh, hello officers.

Jones and Garcia | ook very annoyed.

GARCI A
Go on, finish your experimnent.
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Dw ght i s apprehensive.

DW GHT
(addi ng the baki ng soda)
Vll, | was just about to add the
baki ng soda.

Jones and Garcia both take out their guns sinmultaneously and
shoot into the air, startling Dw ght, who drops the bucket
into the vol cano, then | oses his balance and falls in.

Suddenly the vol cano erupts. Dwi ght’s robe bubbles to the
top, then out of the vol cano.

The officers holster their guns and exit at each side of the
st age.

The kids are stunned into sil ence.

END OF ACT THREE




